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Environmental Planning and Waste Management
The environment is a very vital source of life; yet, many people do not recognize how their activities endanger the ability of the environment to support life. Environmental planning and management tools guide planners and decision makers in, among others, environmental planning and waste management, which are some of the activities of environmental management. 
Environmental Panning 
There are many things that affect the world, one of them being environmental problems, whose impacts are felt at the local, regional and international scale. The management, planning and enforcement of policies to protect the environment are one of the principles for promoting sustainable development. As one of the aspects of promoting environmental sustainability, environmental planning refers to the efforts that are designed to protect the environment and create communities with a lasting value, offer people a better and safe place to live and work and engage all relevant stakeholders in playing a meaningful role in creating communities and surroundings where people can enrich their lives (American Planning Association, 2015). Environmental planning issues include, among others, integrated land use, natural resource planning, urban environmental planning, environmental impact assessment, project appraisals and sustainable architecture. These, according to Williams (2000), can be achieved through physical planning, which is a complex process that involves planning for land use by coming up with goals and objectives of how land shall be used through collection and analysis of data. Land use planning is a critical determinant of environmental quality because it controls human activities and directs how land will be used effectively to prevent problems like pollution and land degradation. 
The work of environmental planning is done by the environmental planners, who focus on a specific field such as water issues, solid waste management or generally on issues that affect the environment, to make sure that projects comply with the laid down laws on environmental protection (American Planning Association, 2015). From the perspective or environmental planning, an example of a school where learners take a lot of soda and produce many bottles in a week need to do an environmental planning on how to treat its wastes. A planner can help create a strategy to deal with the trash and reduce pollution, such as, coming with a bottle recycling plant. The goal of the planner is to keep pollutants off the environment. 
Waste Management 
According to Abdul-Rahman (2014), a lot of waste is generated each day, but there is no a well laid plan of what to do with it. Irresponsible production and disposal of wastes pollute the environment and poses health risks. Current disposal methods are inappropriate and threaten the health and safety of the environment and living things that depend on it for survival. These are the reasons that make waste management a necessity. Waste management involves the practices of collecting, transporting, disposing, recycling and monitoring the production of wastes. Waste management offers different solutions for treating wastes to make them harmless to the environment or turn them into a form that can be used as a useful resource. According to Abdul-Rahman (2014), waste management involves three activities or the 3R’s, namely, reduce, reuse and recycle. Reducing encourages people to purchase only what they need. Reusing encourages people to obtain goods that were used before, or obtain substitutes for goods. Recycling, on the other hand, involves finding ways of recycling goods whose primary purpose has been achieved instead of throwing them to the landfills. 
Reducing what people purchase is the most appropriate option for managing wastes (Abdul-Rahman, 2014). If wastes are not generated in the first place, then there will be no need of management. For example, instead of purchasing printed books, people can opt to sign up in sites that provide internet versions of the same books. The idea that limited resources are being wasted makes people uncomfortable; yet, many people continue to produce wastes because they do not know how to reuse a product whose primary use is over. The idea of reusing starts with people understanding that used materials are resources not wastes and can be used in productive ways rather than throwing them away. For example, used plastic bags can be used for making hand-made bags, plastic bottles can be used for small scale drip irrigation and old tires can be used to make a playing yard for children. Lastly, recycling can reprocess a used product into another useful good and by so doing, contribute positively to the economy through creation of a recycling industry. For example, used plastic bottles can be recycled to new ones. 
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